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Survey highlights residents'concern ...continued from page 1

Local Board, it was designed
to identify the main issues
that residents are concerned

market, forcing long-time
residents to leave; too many
people wanting to park at

pest control, parking, roaduse
and transportation.”
Waiheke’s coastal scenery,

potholes with little or no
regular maintenance, open
roadside stormwater drains

about,andtoexplorehowwell ~ Matiatia because the current  beaches, vineyards, water  fullofweeds, erraticfootpaths
they feel the Waiheke Local - bus system isn’t adequate;  sports, walking tracks and and fast-moving traffic that
Board, Auckland Counciland  too many buses and taxis events make it a popular made walking and cycling
Auckland Transport (AT) are  all wanting keyhole space at  holiday destination, with an  unsafe, when they should be
addressing these issues. Matiatia; too much demand  estimated1.3million‘unique’  preferred modesoftransport.

Letters were sent to 4734  on the island’s aquifer and  visitors in the year to 2017, Theyalso had concernsover
island households, outlining  too many new houses (and 200,000 morethantheprevi-  housing availability and af-
thepurposeofthesurveyand  estates). ous year, the report said. fordability, including the im-
inviting people to go online “Tourism needs to be con- However, respondents re-  pact of the super rich buying
and fill it out. trolled to ensure a sustaina-  ported narrow roads full of upland and housingbut then

A total of 477 people, most

of them residents for more  spondent.

thantenyears, completed the Some others specifi-

survey, 29 percent of them cally mentioned large
ratingtourismastheirtopcon-  tourist buses, includ-

cern. Theynotedstrongnega-  ing the double-decker
tiveimpactsoninfrastructure,  tourist bus service in-

environment and way of life  troduced by Fullers in MOMERE WE RAVE
despite undoubted benefits.  2017. Theyfeltthatthey 4 droRICAL SiTE Tagy
Road quality and mainte- were inappropriate in once CAwED “PeolgeleD
nance, Matiatita parkingand  relation to the current NATE Bust

congestion, generally poor sizeandqualityofroads
quality infrastructure and and that they caused
Auckland Council decisions, safety issues.
rates and bureaucracy were " “Inourcase, bigisnot
the other top five concerns. good!?” oneresidenttold
Oneintenofthosesurveyed the survey team. “We
said threats to Waiheke’s aredependentonAuck-
unique character were their land Council which
top issue, with too many doesn’thaveourisland

people for the infrastructure.
Problems included tourist
buses, specifically double-
deckers on narrow, winding,
tree-lined roads; people buy-
ing houses on the motu for
weekend escapes or tourist
accommodation and driving
affordable rentals out of the

bleplace” said one re-

interest at their heart.
The council does not
havetheunderstanding
or the proper perspec-
tive on the issues we
have as a rather small
semi-isolated commu-
nity: environmental
issues, waste control,
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not participating in the community, loss
of affordable housing, few rentals result-
ing in low paid workers being imported
from the city for the day and lack of low
costhousingand low costrental housing.

A regular theme was that more and
more locals are being “pushed” off the
island which damages the sense of com-
munity and leaves many in the commu-
nity with a sense of their futures being
marginalised.

Thesurveycanvassed how muchinflu-
enceresidents thought the Waiheke Local
Board, Auckland Council and Auckland
Transport have over these main issues,
finding almost half (49 percent) feel that
the local board had ‘low or no influence’
over the issues they identified.

In contrast, most felt that Auckland
Council (64 percent) and AT (66 percent)
had ‘highinfluence’ overtheissuesaffect-
ing the island and that all parties were
ineffective in addressing the issues they
were most concerned about.

When it came to the local board, that
was because it had limited power in
relation to the city and transport CCO,
respondents said, one talking of nothing
happening and residents paying huge
rates and seeing nothing in return.

It was also felt that Auckland Council
and AT ignore the wishes of the local
board: “The Local Board does not have
much decision-making power and some
of this weakness was locked in when the
Super City legislation was enacted, and
then CCOsseemed to operateasfiefdoms
of their own. The Auckland Council bu-
reaucracy hashuge powerand this power
needstobemoredivested tolocalboards.

“They have initiated some develop-
ment but AT hold the budget and they
don’t have control of that”

CATO BOLAM
‘\i FTAN TS

¢ Surveyors/Town
Planners

e Subdivision
and Land use
consents

e Site surveys
e Boundary Pegging

In conclusion, the authors of the re-
port say its results indicate that there is
a strong perception that the local board
needs more power, that all parties need
to communicate more effectively with
the Waiheke community and that more
action is needed to deliver required in-
frastructure.

“There was also a cross-cutting theme
that Auckland Counciland AT need tobet-

track progress over the three-yearpeuod
of the pilot,” they said.s Liz Waters

‘Heavy-handed treatment’
of stormwater issue put to
council’s top executive

Waiheke’s ward councillor Mike Lee has
made a formal complaint to the chief
executive officer of Auckland Council,
Stephen Town, over the treatment meted
out to Waiheke Local Board member and
former board chair Paul Walden, his wife
and children.

Latelastmonth, Gulf Newsreported the
family’s difficulties getting any response
from Auckland Council, Auckland Trans-
portand Healthy Waters duringa year after
seriousflooding of their propertyescalated
into a legal dispute relating to allowable
earthworks in the rural zone.

This “appears to be a technical, if not
somewhat obscure matter in the context
of this particular case of regular serious
flooding”, Mr Lee said.

Formerly chairman of the planning and
governance watchdog Auckland Regional
Council, Cr Lee said the incident was an
“unhappy, all-too-typical, drawn-out
affair, culminating in a rather shocking
incident”.

Itwas, hesaid, unprecedentedinhislong

The Walden's driveway, drains and landscaping when
they purchased the rural property in early 2017.

Paul Walden'’s predicament hasled toa
formal complaint to council by Cr Mike
Lee.

experiencein Aucklandlocalgovernment.

“Anyreading of thisaccount mustleave
the reader with grave and
disquieting concerns about
council responsiveness and
the use of official powers
against the private citizen.

“Unfortunately, the
heavy-handed treatment
by Auckland Council officers,
whoalsoinvolved the police
inaraid ofthe Walden family
home, iscurrently thetalkof
the island”

Mr Lee said it was also
regrettable that the pub-
licity was quite at odds
with the formal commit-
ments to a new, improved
relationship between
Auckland Council and the
people of Waiheke, as the
council’sgoverningbodyhad
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resolved andinaccordance withthereport
by the chair of the Local Government Com-
mission Sir Wira Gardner, Enhancing local
government for Aucklanders.

“It was not reassuring to the Waiheke
community that this raid was evidently
planned to occur when Mr Walden, who
wasboard chairman for five years until his
resignation four months ago, was absent
from his home at a local board meeting
in the council offices, leaving his wife
and children to cope with the sudden and
rather frightening intrusion.

“That the council officers also called
in the police was especially egregious in
terms of the use of over-the-top official
power, likely to be viewed as coercive
and intimidating - especially in a small
community.

“Moreover, as any intelligent council
officer would be aware, there is potential
reputational damage to any law-abiding
family when neighbours witness officials
in plain clothes and police involved in a
raid of their home.

“Indeed, greater reputational damage
when the premises raided is the home of
a high-profile elected official and com-
munity leader.

1sin terms of -
7

Mr Leeinvited Mr Town, as the council’s
mostsenior officerand the one ultimately
responsible for the actions of council staff
and the nature of council staff culture to
reflect, “in terms of reasonableness and
natural justice” on how his own family
might feel if their home was raided while
he was away at work, undertaking the
duties of his office.

“What would your neighbours think
if the police were involved in a search of
your home?”

“The months of official unresponsive-
ness to valid complaints, followed by a
heavy-handed invasionby council officials
backed by the police of the Walden family
home, breaches accepted understanding
of ‘reasonableness’ and indeed natural
justice as a means to settle differences
around consenting matters,” he said.

Mr Lee said the original source of the
problem, stormwater causing serious
flooding to the Walden property, is also
a serious concern to other Waiheke resi-
dents.

“A similar long running case in nearby

Wilma Road is considered so sensitive that
wanraum chiaf afctaff (with mvassistance)

Cr Mike Lee called the council’s use of

a search warrant involving the police
unprecedented in his long experience in
local government matters.

is attempting to manage it.

“It is revealing - in the context of
stormwater flooding, sourced from in-
appropriately consented impermeable
surfaces and poorly designed or poorly
maintained road culverts - thatamongthe
phalanx of officers and police involved in
the raid of the Walden ‘s home, there was
not one officer from Healthy Waters nor
from Auckland Transport, the two agen-
cies legally responsible for stormwater
management on Waiheke Island.

“Officers from these two organization,
I understand, despite the Waldens’ com-
plaints going back 18 long months, have
never been near the affected property”

« Liz Waters

Council ‘increasingly
bizarre and Kafka-esque’
Animmediate flurry of responses from
local board leaders around Auckland
greeted Waitemata and Hauraki Gulf
Islands ward councillor Mike Lee’s
open letter of complaint to Auckland
" Council’s chief executive officer Ste-
phen Town. 2o
_ The troubling issue of a search war- -
rant for the home of Waiheke Local
Board member Paul Walden after a
year of unresolved stormwater issues -
sparked parallel stories including one
where local board members and the
public were told by Auckland Trans-
port to “desist” from remedial clear-
‘ance of 41drains onapublic park after

three years of frustration.
- The “far-reaching problem” now.
sees many ratepayers and residents
clearing stormwater grates and mow-

ing berms and small reserves in an_
attempt at “retaining and preserving
ide in Auckland”, said one board
member. It was a lead they want the
counciltofollow.
Another long-time Auckland local
government figure described the cur-
rent council as “increasingly bizarre
and Kafka-esque”. v ;
“Ihaveneverheard ofacouncildoing
suchathingand, perversely, wecannot
most of the time get it to respond to.
legitimate issues or get out of its own
way. Increasingly it responds in an
intensely bureaucratic way that defies
commonsense;” she said. « Liz Waters

Official information sought on Walden search

Gulf News lodged Local Government
and Meetings Act requests relating to
the search warrant issued to council
officials and the search on Waiheke Lo-
cal Board member Paul Walden’s home
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with chief executive officer Stephen
Town’s office in the week prior to the
paper’s publication of the story on 26
July. The council’s response is due by
Friday 17 August. ¢
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