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NEWS 7

Waiheke responds with compassion to
tragedy in Christchurch

Waiheke residents have responded to Fri-
day’stragedyin Christchurchbyorganising
fundraisers, holding a peace meditation
circle, leaving flowers, poetry and mes-
sages of love and sympathy on the steps
of the library.

Waiheke High School held a mufti day
on Tuesday and raised over $800. Bren-
da Harrington of Waiheke High School
says there has been discussion about the
tragedy in some classes and the school’s
student services and councillors are on
hand if students need to talk to someone.

Yogaand meditation teacher Premaloka
Treacy held a peace meditation circle at
Rocky Bay hall on Sunday and she says
around 25 to 30 people came along.

“Several were children who joined in so
beautifully with the chanting and medi-
tation. We chanted from the Shanti Path

which is a sanskrit peace chant, as well
as meditating on peace and sending this
love and peace out to Christchurch, New
Zealand and the universe,” says Premalo-
ka. She would like to hold another peace
meditation circlebuthasnot yetsetadate.

Bill Dellow is holding a fundraising din-
ner on Saturday 23 March to support those
who have been affected. Bill says his staff
are donating their time and suppliers are
donating ingredients for what heis calling
The Open Arms Dinner. It willbe a chicken
curry meal with halal and vegetarian op-
tions. See page 37 for details.

Inlightoflastweek’sevents, the Waiheke
Island Choral Society decided to dedicate
this weekend’s concerts to the victims of
theattack. Allproceeds from Saturdayand
Sunday’sconcertswillbedonatedtoafund
to help the victims.

Avigilwas held on Waiheke on Wednes-
day eveningat Oneroa Beach. People were
encouraged to bring flowers from their
garden, to come together and remember.
Avigilis planned for Friday 22 March from
6pm to 7pm at Aotea Square in Auckland
City. »

Flowers and messages of sympathy were
placed on the steps of the Waiheke
Community Library while the police
station’s flag was flown at half mast to
honour the victims. Photos Erin Johnson
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