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Priorities for the restoration of significant wetlands 

within the Waiheke Local Board - Ecological 

prioritisation and recommendations report 

1. Executive Summary 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Waiheke Local Board with a prioritised set of 
recommendations for enhancing ecological outcomes within Waiheke Island wetlands.   The 
existing nine scheduled wetlands on the island have been investigated and a series of prioritised 
actions to protect and where possible enhance these ecosystems has been developed. 

The nine scheduled wetlands in the Waiheke Board area were ranked in order of ecological 
significance. Te Matuku Bay is a site of national ecological significance and is the highest ranked 
priority site in this report. All nine sites are significant wetlands and are important sites for 
ecological protection and restoration on Waiheke Island and within the Auckland region.  

The wetlands are listed in Appendix 1 in order of priority for ecological management and a map of 
the sites is provided in Appendix 4. Ecological management may include protection, advocacy and 
restoration actions. The type of management required by each wetland varies depending on the 
current state, previous management and the needs of any threatened species present. 
Management recommendations have been provided for each of the wetlands in Appendix 3.  

It is recommended that funding, as available, is applied to wetland restoration against the rankings 
in descending order. 

2. Scope 

To compile a report on the scheduled significant wetlands on Waiheke Island; those wetlands 
defined as Significant Ecological Sites (SES), within the Auckland City District Plan - Hauraki Gulf 
Islands Section - Proposed 2006. The report to illustrate priority areas where wetland ecological 
restoration works to enhance ecological values could take place within the Waiheke Local Board 
area.  

3. Objectives 

 To provide ecological prioritisation of significant wetlands within the Waiheke Local Board area 

based on their existing and potential ecological values.  

 To prioritise restoration work on Auckland Council reserve land associated with SES wetlands. 

 To make broad recommendations on ecological restoration and biodiversity conservation 

methods across the prioritised Waiheke Island wetlands. 

4. Background 

4.1 Report Context 

4.1.1  Wetlands – threatened ecosystems 
Wetland areas have been significantly reduced and are among the most threatened ecosystems in 
New Zealand.  Only 45,600 hectares of wetlands remain, 9.4% of their original extent.  In the 
Auckland region the vast majority of wetlands have been drained or modified for farming and for 
urban development. Freshwater wetlands cover only 0.4% of the Auckland region.  In comparison 
Waiheke Island freshwater wetlands cover 1.3% of the islands land area. The wetlands on the 
island are significant regionally and nationally with many of the wetlands having intact wetland 
ecotones (native vegetation sequences i.e. freshwater to saline). Many of the mainland wetland 
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vegetation sequences have now been lost or interrupted. Close to 30% of the threatened plants in 
the Auckland region live in wetland habitats. 

Wetlands provide important biodiversity functions. These functions include supplying roosting, 
nesting, breeding areas, feeding sites and migration corridors for native fauna, habitat and 
dispersal corridors for native flora and the provision of ecosystem services (flood control, water 
filtration, carbon sinks). These biodiversity functions result in social, environmental, cultural and 
often economic benefits for the community.  

4.1.2.  Waiheke Island scheduled wetlands 
Nine Waiheke Island wetlands were scheduled as Significant Ecological Sites (SES) within the 
Auckland City Council District Plan - Hauraki Gulf Islands Section - Proposed 2006. All the 
scheduled wetlands in the Auckland City Council District Plan are on Waiheke Island. There are no 
scheduled wetlands on any other inner gulf islands.  

Three of the wetland sites are entirely on private land while the remaining sites are a mix of 
Council reserve (local and regional parks), Department of Conservation reserve, Forest and Bird 
reserve land and private property. All the wetland sites considered in this report provide important 
biodiversity functions for Waiheke Island and are a part of the natural character of the island. 

The council has the primary responsibility to advocate for the protection of native biodiversity on 
private land within the Auckland Region under the Resource Management Act. The Ministry for 
Environment’ Statement of National Priorities for protection of biodiversity on private land includes 
protection of wetlands: 

National Priority 2: To protect indigenous vegetation associated with sand dunes and wetlands; 
ecosystem types that have become uncommon due to human activity. 

4.1.3. Ecological prioritisation 
This report has been written to provide clear understanding of where ecological restoration and 
advocacy for wetland protection should be focused on Waiheke Island. To make long term positive 
and cost effective biodiversity gains, wetland restoration initiatives should focus on restoring areas 
that have been identified as ecological priorities.  

4.1.4. Auckland Council reserve prioritisation 
Restoration initiatives on Auckland Council reserves should also focus on areas that have been 
identified as ecological priorities. Six of the SES wetlands assessed in this report include reserve 
land managed by the Auckland Council. For the purpose of this report the council reserves have 
been included in the ecological priority assessment for each wetland SES site.  These reserves 
are key sites where the Council can influence restoration work and implement best practice 
techniques.  

4.1.5. Community involvement in wetland restoration  
The Waiheke Island community is already active in wetland restoration, advocacy and protection. 
The community group Waiheke Island Wetland Initiative (WIWI) has been involved in gathering 
data on wetlands on private property in the western part of the island and started a wetland 
mapping and survey project in 2005.  This project was not completed and the data has not been 
analysed. The group has supported restoration projects at Waiheke School wetland, Te Miro Bay, 
Ohakuiti wetland and Te Toki reserve.  The Friends of Te Toki Reserve continue to assist with the 
management and restoration of Ohakuiti wetland. 

WIWI members have been instrumental in the raupo wetland awareness project. The raupo 
wetland signs can be seen across Waiheke Island and have helped raise awareness of wetlands 
in the landscape.  The ecological prioritisation of the wetlands does not include criteria for scoring 
the current or future community involvement in any restoration initiatives. For the success of any 
wetland ecological restoration the involvement of all potential stakeholders, particularly the local 
community and private landowners in the area, is important. The commitment to and ownership of 
a project by the local community is crucial to its success.  Although it is beyond the scope of this 
report to address the role of the community, it is recommended that community education and 
involvement play an important part in achieving its vision and objectives.  
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4.1.6. Funding 
Pest control and restoration programmes on private land and regional parkland are funded from 
regional Biosecurity and Biodiversity budgets.  SLIPS and other Local Board funding can also be 
allocated to such projects.  All pest control and wetland restoration on Local Parks, other than 
SLIPS and other Local Board contributions is funded from the Local and Sports Parks budget. 

4.2. The Auckland Council Biodiversity Strategy   

The purpose of the Biodiversity Strategy (adopted by Auckland Council in February 2012) is to 
achieve an integrated approach to the management of indigenous biodiversity across the Auckland 
Region. It confirms a strategic direction for Council to achieve a more sustainable approach to the 
allocation of resources for the protection and enhancement of biodiversity. The strategy includes 
the development of decision support tools which will be used to determine the best areas within 
the region to protect and restore ecosystems as a whole, as well as individual species.  

The Biodiversity Strategy includes specific objectives to restore and enhance Auckland indigenous 
ecosystems and to work collaboratively with community groups.  This report is therefore well 
aligned to the strategy.  

5. Methods 

5.1. Defining and ranking wetland ecological priority areas 

The current and potential ecological significance of scheduled wetlands on Waiheke Island was 
assessed using information collated from a number of resources. These included existing 
ecological surveys, management plans, rare plant and animal records and collated council and 
community knowledge.  Some of the wetland sites have not been surveyed in recent years and 
therefore information provided is accurate within this limitation.  A summary of the information 
about each wetland is contained in Appendix 3.  The information was used to rank the wetlands 
based on a set of ecological prioritisation criteria adapted from those developed for the Waitemata 
Ecological Enhancement Priorities report prepared for the Waitemata Local Board.  These criteria 
include values such as flora and fauna values, and size and position of the wetland. The complete 
criteria and an explanation of their values are provided in Appendix 1 along with individual scores 
for each wetland. 

The scores from the ecological prioritisation matrix were then used to rank the wetlands in highest 
to lowest biodiversity priority.  Recommendations for ecological restoration are provided for each 
wetland to guide future restoration actions by Council departments, community groups and private 
land owners.   

5.2. Potential Corridors 

Ecological/green corridors enable the spatial movement of plants and animals, increasing 
biodiversity by aiding the dispersal of flora and fauna across parks and reserves. This allows 
species to carry out fundamental life functions such as pollination, mate location and habitat 
establishment, and thus increases the fitness and long term viability of a population.  

The creation of corridors to facilitate species movement across the Waiheke Island Board area is 
crucial to ensure the sustainability of the Auckland Region’s biodiversity as a whole.  Potential 
corridors for the dispersal of plant and animal species both within the wetlands and to nearby 
managed land was included in the assessment criteria. Any Auckland Council parks and reserves 
which are part of these significant wetland sites act as important protective buffers and also 
provide potential corridors for the movement of flora and fauna. 
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6. Results  

6.1. SES Wetlands highest to lowest ecological priority. 

All the wetlands in this report are considered to be important wetlands for Waiheke Island and the 
Auckland Region. This report has not considered wetlands outside the scheduled list of Significant 
Ecological Sites (SES).  Therefore even the lowest ranked wetland on this list is a priority for 
restoration and protection. This ranking provides direction for where ecological restoration and 
advocacy for wetland protection should be focused.  

1. Te Matuku Bay 

2. Poukaraka Wetland 

3. Awaawaroa Bay 

4. Putiki Bay(Anzac Bay) 

5. Awaawaroa stream 

6. Okahuiti Creek 

7. Tawaipareira Creek 

8. Owhiti Bay wetland 

9. Hooks Bay wetland 

(Note that Te Matuku Bay is a site of national ecological significance and is the highest ranked 
priority site in our report) 

6.2. Interpretation of results 

All nine sites are significant wetlands and are important sites for ecological protection and 
restoration.  

High priority wetlands are generally characterised by a combination of the following properties: 

 Contain large areas of native vegetation – of a size and structure that has the potential to 

support a range of indigenous plants and animals,  

 Contain important wetland vegetation sequences (ecotones),   

 Contain threatened species populations e.g. banded rail, 

 Part of an existing or potential ecological corridor. 

Low priority sites are generally characterised by one, or a combination of the following properties: 

 Lacking in native vegetation cover, current vegetation is weedy and provides little habitat 

for native wildlife, 

 Very isolated with little connectivity to other significant sites,  

 Are very small and or narrow (these sites are more susceptible to environmental 

degradation and are less sustainable in the long term, requiring constant management), 

 Sites that only contain common native animal species or lack native animal species 

populations. 

7. Recommended Actions 

The nine SES wetlands are listed in Appendix 1 in order of priority for ecological management. 
Ecological management may include protection, advocacy and restoration actions. The type of 
management required by each wetland varies depending on the current state of the wetland, 
previous management and the needs of threatened species. Management recommendations have 
been provided for each of the wetlands in Appendix 3 under the summary information section.  
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Ecological management options may include: 

 A detailed restoration plan, to guide management of the wetland and/or reserves, 

 Fencing rural wetlands to stop stock incursion, 

 Pest plant and animal control e.g. trapping programmes, weed control, 

 Planting native plant buffers, 

 Legal protection e.g. council or QEII covenant, 

 Construction of native fish passages, 

 Community advocacy and education programmes. 

It is recommended that as funding becomes available, it is applied to wetland restoration against 
the rankings in descending order. 

7.1  Prioritising Auckland Council Local Parks wetland projects 

Many of the wetlands on the priority list are buffered by council reserves which have their own 
restoration needs, but only some of these restoration needs will benefit the wetlands. This report 
has not included prioritisation of other ecological management which may be required on 
neighbouring Council land.   

It is therefore recommended that restoration projects on neighbouring Council reserves should 
focus on actions that will also directly benefit the associated wetland. These actions should protect 
and minimise management threats to the wetland, e.g. controlling invasive weed species in 
riparian areas.  In some cases, for efficiency, it may be worth extending a wetland restoration 
project to cover all the ecological needs of the reserve (e.g. controlling all invasive weed species 
on the reserve even though some will not invade the wetland). 

Council reserve land associated with the highest ranked wetland (Te Matuku Bay) should be a 
priority for ecological wetland management and restoration funding.  

Characteristics such as reserve size, shape, and current and past management will differ and may 
impact on the sustainability of the restoration initiative.  For example, a reserve which has had little 
previous management may require extensive weed and pest animal control as well as an 
extensive buffer planting to restore the ecological value of the reserve and provide sustainable 
ecological benefits for the wetland.  In comparison a reserve with a predator control programme 
and receiving regular weed control, may only require minimal on-going maintenance of both weed 
and predator programmes to sustain ecological benefits to the wetland. 

Restoration plans can be provided by the council’s Biodiversity and Biosecurity teams. If staff 
resources are unavailable a restoration plan could be commissioned from an external source at a 
cost between $3,000 and $15,000 depending on the scope and detail required. Restoration project 
timelines and scope should be discussed with Biodiversity and Biosecurity staff.   

7.2 Guiding principles for restoration on local parks 

The detail of the ecological restoration and enhancement works required within each reserve is 
beyond the scope of this report, however the following principles are recommended. 

1. Set an objective for each area. 

2. Follow best practice methods for all weed control, pest control and revegetation efforts. 

3. Ensure a long-term programme of ongoing weed control is considered. 

4. Consider a staggered approach to weed control where exotic vegetation is of ecological 

benefit. 

5. Assess the potential to re-plant sites with native vegetation, especially in the following 

circumstances: 

- Areas where a threatened species requires some form of planting for its survival at a site 

- Erosion prone coastal sites 

- Streams, waterways and estuaries 
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- Wetlands 

- Areas that form part of an important ecological corridor or link/extend existing blocks of 

vegetation 

More detailed guidance can be provided by the Auckland Council Biodiversity and Biosecurity 
teams as required. 

7.3 Restoration of SES wetlands on private land 

Council’s Biodiversity and Biosecurity teams regularly work with private land owners and can 
provide advice and assistance to landowners wanting to participate in restoration of the listed 
wetlands in this report.  Where Council funding is available, for example the Auckland City 
Heritage Fund and Environmental Initiatives Fund, it is recommended that priority is given to the 
projects associated with the highest ranked wetland, and allocations follow the wetland rankings in 
descending order.   

In some cases where many landowners are involved with ownership of a wetland the private 
landowners may wish to form a community group or work collectively to manage the wetland. The 
council encourages the management of private land which will compliment and extend the 
ecological benefits of ecological management on parkland. Local Parks, Biosecurity and 
Biodiversity teams can provide further information on such projects. 

Private landowners are often not motivated to enhance ecological values within wetlands because 
of the perceived economic cost of such actions (for example loss of farmland and expense of weed 
control). The ecological value of a wetland can be greatly improved by simply fencing the wetland, 
to stop stock incursion and damage to the wetland.  Fencing would be the first step for many of the 
privately owned wetlands in this report. The Biodiversity team would also advocate for the legal 
protection (covenanting) of the wetlands on private property. Covenanted wetlands are often 
eligible for financial assistance for fencing, weed control and pest control from Council, QEII Trust 
and the Department of Conservation Biodiversity Fund. 

Recommendations for ecological management of the wetlands on private property are provided in 
Appendix 2. 

8. Summary of Recommendations 

1) Wetland restoration activity on Waiheke Island should be undertaken in accord with the priority 
rankings for wetlands as detailed in this report, namely: 

 Te Makatu Bay 

 Poukaraka Wetland 

 Awaawaroa Bay 

 Putiki Bay / Anzac Bay 

 Awaawaroa Stream 

 Okahuiti Creek 

 Tawapareira Creek 

 Owhiti Bay wetland 

 Hooks Bay wetland 

2) Ecological restoration projects on Council land that adjoins wetland areas should focus on 
actions that directly benefit the neighbouring wetland. 

3) Where Auckland Council grant funding is sought, priority should be given to restoration projects 
on wetlands that have the highest ranking as described in this report. 
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Appendix1.   
 

Ecological prioritisation criteria for Waiheke Island SES wetlands 
 
NB: scores allocated can fall anywhere between the highest and lowest score, the following 
explanations are given only as a guide. 
 
Ecological Value - Flora 
0  Low ecological value, mainly weed species present, very few mature native species and no 

significant native canopy present. 
5  Low ecological value, mainly weed species present. Some native wetland species present. 
10  Medium ecological value, native wetland species cover is 50 to 75 percent of the wetland area 

and/or has an intact vegetation sequence. 
15  High ecological value, native wetland vegetation cover is greater than 75 percent and wetland 

has intact vegetation sequence/s, with few weed species present, natural regeneration is high 
and /or presence of threatened species. 

 
Ecological Value – Fauna 
0  Low ecological value, mainly exotic species present with little chance of native species 

present. 
5  Low ecological value, mainly exotic species present but with some native sightings noted or 

with some possible habitat present. 
10   Medium ecological value, some good habitat present with some native sightings noted  

but with extensive mammalian pest numbers also present and/or presence of threatened 
species. 

15   High ecological value, many native species present with low predator numbers and a  
 large area of habitat present and/or presence of threatened species. 
 
Restoration Outcomes and Sustainability of Work 
0   Very few positive ecological outcomes foreseen. 
5   Small amount of positive ecological outcomes foreseen. 
10   Some good ecological outcomes foreseen. 
15   Significantly good ecological outcomes foreseen. 
 
Position of SES wetland (Ecological isolation and existing/created ecological corridors) 
0  Wetland is isolated with little chance of creating a corridor in the foreseeable future. 
3  Wetland is near (<1km from) managed or/and public land which could create a possible  
 corridor in the future. 
6  Wetland is very close (<500m from) to managed or/and public land which could create a  
 significant corridor in the future. 
9  Wetland is adjacent to managed or/and public land which would continue the green  
 corridor. 
 
Previous Management (e.g. SLIPs funding, neighbours on boundaries etc) 
0 Wetland has had no past management or management is unknown or past management has 

no current benefits. 
3  1 year or less previous management which has had some benefit to wetland. 
6  2-3 years previous management which has had good benefit to wetland. 
9  >3 years previous management which has had significant benefit to wetland. 
 
Size of SES wetland (Area size defined by the SES boundaries in the Auckland City District Plan - 
Hauraki Gulf Islands Section - Proposed 2006) 
0  Very small wetland (1-5ha). 
2  Small wetland (6-15ha). 
4  Medium wetland (16-30ha). 
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6  Large wetland (>30ha). 
 
Shape of SES wetland (Shape as defined by the SES boundaries in the Auckland City District 
Plan - Hauraki Gulf Islands Section - Proposed 2006) 
0  Wetland is long and thin in shape, <20m in width (large edge effect). 
2  Wetland is long and thin in shape, >20m width. 
4  Wetland is mainly compact in shape, with some small fingers occurring. 
6  Wetland is approximately round or square in shape (little edge effect). 
 
 
 

Ecological prioritisation matrix and scores  
 

Wetland 

Ecological 
Value - 
Flora 
(15) 

Ecological 
value – 
Fauna 
(15) 

 
Restoration 
Outcomes 
and 
Sustainability 
of Work 
(15) 
 

Position 
of 
Reserve 
(9) 

Previous 
Managem
ent 
(9) 

Size of 
wetland 
(6) 

Shape of 
wetland 
(6) 

Total 
score 
(75) 

Priority 
Rank 

Te Matuku 
Bay (SES 
1) 

15 15 13 9 9 6 4 71 1 

Poukarak
a Wetland  
(SES 12) 

14 15 13 9 9 4 4 68 2 

Awaawaro
a Bay 
(SES 14) 

14 13 13 6 3 6 3 58 3 

Putiki 
Bay/Anza
c Bay 
(SES 9) 

13 11 10 7 5 6 4 56 4 

Awaawaro
a stream 
(SES 19) 

10 10 10 2 0 6 2 40 5 

Okahuiti 
Creek 
(SES 10) 

9 5 9 3 6 4 3 39 6 

Tawaipare
ira Creek 
(SES 8) 

8 4 10 3 4 0 3 32 7 

Owhiti 
Bay 
wetland 
(SES 54) 

7 5 8 0 0 6 2 28 8 

Hooks 
bay 
wetland 
(SES 55) 

7 5 7 0 0 4 3 26 9 
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Appendix 2.  
 

Native fish data for Waiheke Island wetlands 
 
All the Waiheke Island wetland SES sites are of importance as habitat and breeding sites for 
native fish species.  All the sites are part of coastal lowland wetland systems which are fed by 1st 
and 2nd order coastal streams. This type of habitat has the potential to support populations of long-
finned eel, giant kokopu, mud fish and inanga. Unfortunately actual survey data is not available for 
many of the Waiheke Island locations and the information is based on predictive modelling. Such 
predictive modelling provides an indication of where native fish species populations are likely to be 
found.   

 

Appendix 3. 
 
Summary of wetland ecological values and recommendations for 
ecological management  
 

Te Matuku Bay (SES 1) 

 
Figure 1 . Te Matuku Bay Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
 
Te Matuku wetland is located on the south side of Waiheke Island at the head of Te Matuku Bay 
(Mcleods Bay) and is the largest wetland on Waiheke Island. The wetland areas cover 
approximately 70-80 hectares. Te Matuku Bay is defined as a Site of Ecological Significance 
(SES) in the Auckland City District Plan, and is approximately 320 hectares and includes wetland, 
surrounding regenerating forest and marine areas.  
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The wetland is in good condition, with few weeds. The catchment areas to the north and east are 
predominately in native vegetation. The wetland is surrounded by managed reserve land including 
Te Matuku Bay Scenic Reserve (Department of Conservation), Fenwick Reserve (privately owned) 
and Goodwin- Te Haahi Reserve (Forest and Bird). There is an Auckland Council esplanade on 
the north and western edges. A 690ha marine reserve including Te Matuku Bay was established in 
2005. 
 
The shell spits and associated coastal landforms are regarded as being the best in the Inner 
Hauraki Gulf Islands Ecological District. The site has high scenic and catchment values. The 
wetland complex in Te Matuku Bay is connected to the complex in Awaawaroa Bay by the Fenwick 
Reserve on the western side of Te Matuku Bay and forms a significant linkage for wildlife. There 
are future plans to develop a walkway around the Council esplanade and DOC land to allow better 
public use of the area. 
 
The flora, fauna and habitat values of Te Matuku Bay make it a site of national significance. 

 
Fauna values 
Te Matuku Bay is a flock site of international importance for the northern New Zealand dotterels, 
which are breeding successfully on the shell spits in the bay. A number of vulnerable and 
threatened endemic bird species use the bay as a breeding site and the wetland is considered to 
be the most important wader habitat on the Waiheke Island. The wetland system is home to two 
threatened species the spotless crake and banded rail, the wetland may also provide habitat for 
North Island fern bird (sightings have not been confirmed). The wetland is a Site of Special Wildlife 
Interest (SSWI) and has a SWWI ranking of ‘High’ (Department of Conservation wildlife habitat 
ranking system).  
 
Active pest control is done on many of the surrounding reserves and a predator control programme 
is operated on the sand spits during dotterel breeding season. Bait stations are in place on DOC 
land however funding restrictions have prevented the regular replenishment of baits. Work on a 
Waiheke pest control strategy between Biosecurity, Parks  and DOC will likely see this work 
resume in future. 
 
Bird species known to use the Te Matuku Bay  

Bird species Threat Classification, Townsend et al 
2008 

NZ dotterel  Nationally Vulnerable 

banded dotterel Nationally Vulnerable 

caspian tern Nationally Vulnerable 

white fronted tern   Declining 

reef heron Nationally Vulnerable 

variable oystercatcher Recovering 

South Island pied oystercatcher Declining 

turnstone Migrant 

wrybill Nationally Vulnerable 

brown teal (pateke) Recovering 

spotless crake Relict 

banded rail Naturally Uncommon 

 
Flora values 
Extensive intertidal mangrove forest covers much of the sheltered inner estuary within the Te 
Matuku Bay. The saline wetland of saltmarsh, saltmeadow and mangrove forest, with associated 
low-lying island vegetation is the best on Waiheke.  
The freshwater wetland of raupo and associated species is of moderately-high quality, but 
relatively small. Forest extends to the water’s edge in places, this continuous sequence of saline, 
freshwater and forest communities are of regional significance. 
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A large amount of the surrounding catchment is in native vegetation (regenerating forest and 
scrub).  Two main forest types are found in the area. 
 
- kauri-tanekaha forest with kanuka  
- taraire-tawa forest with puriri, pohutukawa, kauri and totara 
 
Both forest classes are considered to be the best of their kind on Waiheke Island. 
 
Weeds issues vary across the area, although generally low. Predominate weed species are moth 
plant, woolly nightshade, gorse, blue morning glory, climbing asparagus, Japanese honeysuckle. 
Weed threats are most significant on reserve land surrounding the wetland. The Auckland Council 
Biosecurity team actively monitors moth plant control in the area.  

 
Auckland Council reserve land in the Te Matuku Bay SES. 

 Waiheke Cemetery Reserve 

 Te Matuku Bay Esplanade Reserve 

 Te Matuku Stockyard Reserve 

 Squirells Reserve 

Recommended ecological management 

 A restoration plan is written for the wetland which includes detailed information on pest 

plant and pest animal control and native restoration plantings, which includes wetland 

management threats in the wider catchment. 

o Control environmental pest plants on the Waiheke Cemetery Reserve, Te Matuku 

Bay Esplanade Reserve, Te Matuku Stockyard Reserve, Squirells Reserve to low 

levels. 

o Continue predator control programme to support the NZ dotterel population 

breeding on the sand spit in Te Matuku Bay. 

o Provide infill plantings of native plants where pest plant control leaves large open 

gaps; otherwise encourage natural regeneration to take place.  

o Establish native buffer and riparian plantings around Te Matuku Bay as appropriate.  

o Ensure all works within the boundaries of the Te Matuku Bay SES e.g. track 

development and maintenance, are in accordance with the kauri protection 

guidelines. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants on private land in 

the Te Matuku Bay wetland.  

 Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian plantings on the private land in 

the Te Matuku Bay wetland. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands are a priority for the Councils 

Natural Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 
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Community engagement 
Te Matuku Bay is an important wetland for the Waiheke Island community. Walking tracks through 
Fenwick’s land to the west provide views of the bay and link the area to the existing walkway 
network. The planned coastal walking track will provide good access to the bay from 2013.  Many 
surrounding walking tracks provide public access to the area.  There is some community 
involvement with the Forest and Bird reserve, Goodwin- Te Haahi Reserve. Neighbours have 
indicated that they are keen to form a ‘Friends of Te Matuku Bay’ group and there may be some 
opportunity for their involvement in a predator control programme and monitoring of the NZ 
dotterels at the site. 

 

Poukaraka wetlands (SES 12) 
 

 
Figure 9 . Poukaraka Wetland Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
 
Poukaraka Wetland is defined as a Site of Ecological Significance (SES) in the Auckland City 
District Plan. The SES site is approximately 20 ha, covering saline and freshwater habitat. The site 
has moderate scenic values. Part of the wetland is on Whakanewha Regional Park and has high 
public use and visibility. The rest of the wetland is privately owned. The wetland is surrounded by a 
well vegetated catchment and some semi rural private properties. 
 
The flora, fauna and habitat values of Poukaraka Wetlands make it of regional significance. 

 
Fauna values 
The wetland is home to four threatened wetland bird species; the banded rail, North Island 
fernbird, the spotless crake and the Australasian bittern. Kingfisher, pukeko, harrier, pied stilt, grey 
duck and mallard duck have been recorded in the wetland. 
 
The Cascades Stream feeds into the Poukaraka wetland and has high water quality. Fish species 
known from the Cascades Stream are long and short finned eels, several bully species, banded 
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kokopu and possibly giant kokopu. Some of these species are likely to be found in the wetland 
which has a large freshwater area. 
 
The wetland is a Site of Special Wildlife Interest (SSWI) and has a SWWI ranking of ‘moderate’ 
(Department of Conservation wildlife habitat ranking system).  
Pest animal control is undertaken on the regional parkland at Whakanewha  

 
Bird species known to use the Poukaraka Wetlands  

Bird species Threat Classification, Townsend et al 
2008 

North Island fernbird Declining 

banded rail Naturally Uncommon 

spotless crake Relict 

Australasian bittern Nationally Endangered 

 
Flora values 
The Poukaraka Wetland lies in the lower reaches of the Cascade Stream and is dominated by 
raupo and grade into saltmarsh and mangroves in the lower reaches. The area has vegetation 
sequences similar to Te Matuku Bay. The vegetation sequence of mangroves forest-saline wetland 
to freshwater wetland is one of the best on Waiheke Island. The diversity of species in the saline 
wetland is one of the highest of the Island’s wetlands, the naturally uncommon plant Pomaderris 
rugosa is found in saline wetland. 
 
The stream catchment for the Poukaraka Wetland is the best vegetated stream catchment on 
Waiheke Island and the raupo wetland is the widest on the Island. The freshwater wetland has 
suffered from willow invasion in the past; recently Auckland Council has been controlling the 
willows on the Council owned part of the wetland. Auckland Council Biosecurity staff are also 
working with many of the surrounding landowners on weed control. 

 
Auckland Council reserve land in the Pokaraka Wetlands SES. 

 Gordons Rd Esplanade Reserve 

 Whakanewha Regional Park 

Recommended ecological management 

 Continue to implement management actions (including pest plant and animal control and 

revegetation areas) identified in Regional Parks Management Plan (2010). 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants on private land in 

the Pokaraka Wetlands SES site.  

 Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian plantings on the private land 

area of Pokaraka Wetlands. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands be a priority for the Councils 

Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 

Community engagement 
Poukaraka wetland is part of the Whakanewha Regional Park. The wetland and Regional Park 
have high public usage and the area is accessible by numerous walking tracks. There is already 
good involvement of the community in volunteering on the park to assist with wildlife monitoring, 
planting and pest control programmes. Several private properties are part of the Poukaraka 
wetland; this provides opportunities for council to work with the private land owners on strategic 

weed initiative projects and native restoration plantings to complement and benefit the 

restoration work being carried out in the wetland and on parkland. 
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Awaawaroa Bay (SES 14) 

 
Figure 5. Awaawaroa Bay Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
 
Awaawaroa Bay and the associated marine, saline and freshwater wetlands are defined as a Site 
of Ecological Significance (SES) in the Auckland City District Plan, and is approximately 90-100 
hectares. The saline and freshwater wetland areas cover approximately 30 hectares, a saline 
wetland is found at the head of the bay, the bay has two arms containing freshwater wetlands. The 
wetland is surrounded by rural properties including the Waiheke Eco village.  Auckland Council 
owns the reserve land (4.6ha) which contains a significant proportion of the freshwater raupo 
wetland at the top of the bay on the Awaawaroa stream. 
 
Awaawaroa Bay is a significant ecological link between Te Matuku Bay (connected by the Fenwick 
Reserve) and the wetlands on the Awaawaroa stream which feed the Awaawaroa Bay complex. 
The habitat quality of the bay can only be maintained by conserving the wetlands of the stream 
feeding into it. 
 
The wetlands in the bay can be viewed from the Awaawaroa to Te Matuku Waiheke walkway and 
highest point on Waiheke Island, Mt Maunganui. This walkway will be developed in the future and 
raise the profile of the wetlands in Awaawaroa Bay. 
The flora, fauna and habitat values of Awaawaroa Bay make is a site of regional significance. 

 
Fauna values 
The Awaawaroa Bay wetland complex consists of saline and freshwater habitat, due to isolation, 
lack of significant modification and range of habitat types this site provides many opportunities for 
wader and wetland bird species. The shell spit in the bay is an important New Zealand dotterel 
breeding site on Waiheke Island and the wetland system is home to four threatened species the 
spotless crake, banded rail, North Island fern bird and Australasian bitterns. A relatively high 

number of wader and dabbler species use the site and it is the second largest wader habitat on 

the island. The wetland is a Site of Special Wildlife Interest (SSWI) and has a SWWI ranking of 
‘moderately-high’ (Department of Conservation wildlife habitat ranking system).  
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Farm stock access to the wetland may be an issue in some areas and needs further investigation. 
A predator control programme is operated on the sand spits during dotterel breeding season. Pest 
control currently implemented by several large landowners in the area will be reducing numbers of 
mustelids and rodents and ferral cats but more work is needed.  
 
Bird species known to use the Awaawaroa Bay  

Bird species Threat Classification, Townsend et al 
2008 

pukeko  Not Threatened 

paradise shelduck Not Threatened 

NZ dotterel Nationally Vulnerable 

Ccaspian terns  Nationally Vulnerable 

variable oystercatcher Recovering 

South Island pied oystercatcher Declining 

mallard duck Not threatened 

grey duck Nationally Critical 

little shag Naturally Uncommon 

pied stilt Declining  

pied shag Nationally Vulnerable 

North Island fernbird Declining 

banded rail Naturally Uncommon 

spotless crake Relict 

Australasian bitterns Nationally Endangered 

 
Flora values 
The wetland grades from saline mangrove forest to saline wetlands of saltmarsh, salt meadow to 
freshwater raupo wetland. This ecotone (vegetation sequence) is considered to be one of the best 
on Waiheke Island. The two freshwater raupo swamps at the head of the bay, are some of the best 
of this vegetation type on Waiheke.  Both raupo wetlands are considerably larger than those in Te 
Matuku Bay.  One of the freshwater wetlands is on the Awaawaroa River, which feeds from the 
largest freshwater wetland on Waiheke Island. 
The surrounding land is pasture and vineyards with some regenerating forest and scrub in 
patches. The site lacks the terrestrial forest vegetation component of other sites such as Te 
Matuku Bay. 
 
The wetlands have low weed issues; gorse, woolly nightshade, arum lily, willow weed, moth plant, 
rhamnus, gorse and privet have been noted in the area. The Auckland Council Biosecurity team 
actively monitor moth plant, rhamnus and ragwort  control in the area. Surrounding landowners are 
active in weed control and ecological restoration work. 

 
Auckland Council reserve land in the Awaawaroa Bay SES. 

 Awaawaroa Wetland Reserve 

 Awaawaroa Esplanade Reserve 

Recommended ecological management 

 A restoration plan is written for the wetland which includes detailed information on pest 

plant and pest animal control and native restoration plantings. 

o Fence any areas of the Awaawaroa wetland reserve which are not stock proof. 

o Control environmental pest plants to low levels on Awaawaroa Wetland Reserve 

and Awaawaroa Esplanade Reserve 
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o Establish and extend native buffer and riparian plantings around Awaawaroa Bay 

wetland, especially the edges of the Awaawaroa wetland reserve. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the fencing of the Awaawaroa Bay wetland on private 

land to protect the wetland from stock incursions. 

  Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants on private land 

components of Awaawaroa Bay wetland. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian plantings on the private land 

components of Awaawaroa Bay wetland. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands be a priority for the Councils 

Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 

 Involve the public and community groups in public planting days on council reserves. 

Community engagement 
The Awaawaroa Bay wetland is a large wetland visible from the Waiheke walkway and highest 
point on Waiheke Island, Mt Maunganui. There are future plans to include board walks around the 
wetland to improve public access. The Awaawaroa wetland reserve is a recent acquisition by the 
Council and has no public access. There is opportunity for community to be involved in planting 
days on the reserve and neighbouring property owners have approached council to ask if they can 
be involved. The wetland is adjacent to a significant number of private properties, this provides 
opportunities for council to work with the private land owners on strategic weed initiative projects 
and native restoration plantings that will complement and benefit the restoration work being carried 
out on the reserve land. 

Putiki Bay (includes Anzac Bay & Rangihoua stream) (SES 9) 

 
Figure 3. Putiki Bay Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
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Putiki wetland is located on the north western side of Waiheke Island. Putiki Bay is defined as a 
Site of Ecological Significance (SES) in the Auckland City District Plan, and is approximately 100 
ha and includes marine, wetland and stream habitat. The wetland component of the SES is 
approximately 40 ha at the head of Anzac Bay and the Rangihoua Stream.  
 
The wetland is near the urban area of Onstend on Waiheke Island and surrounding land uses 
include public reserve, Waiheke golf course and semi rural private land. The stream and wetland 
margins are largely Auckland Council reserve land (Te Whau Esplanade, Anzac Bay Reserve, 
Waihekek cemetery, Waiheke golf course, Onetangi Domain). The reserves and esplanade  are 
narrow in places.   
 
The wetland is highly visible (particularly vistas from Onetangi road, Ostend road, and Margaret 
Reeve Rd) and has high scenic value.  The site has high public use especially the area adjacent 
and part of Onetangi Domain. 
The flora, fauna and habitat values of the Putiki Bay site make it a site of district significance. 
 
Fauna values 
The wetland has a variety of bird habitat including saline and freshwater wetlands. The wetland 
islands and shell banks are uncommon landforms and are some of the best on the Island, 
providing habitat for wetland birds. Moderate numbers of common wader species are present in 
the bay. The wetland is home to banded rail a threatened wetland species. The wetland is a Site of 
Special Wildlife Interest (SSWI) and has a SWWI ranking of ‘moderate’ (Department of 
Conservation wildlife habitat ranking system). 

 
There is stock access to the wetland margin from private land along Ostend Road. 
Auckland Council Local Parks currently manages a pest animal programme in the Reserve. 
Biosecurity is currently working with Parks staff to modify and improve this programme and also 
integrate with private initiatives and the Whakanewha Regional Park pest programme. 
 
Flora values 
Putiki Bay is a wetland complex of saline wetlands often grading from mangroves up into 
saltmarshes and then into coastal terrestrial vegetation on the edges. In some places the saline 
wetlands grade into freshwater wetlands. The vegetation sequence of mangrove forest-saline 
wetlands-shell banks is one of the better examples on Waiheke Island and the saline wetland of 
saltmarsh, saltmeadow and mangrove forest is one of the best examples on Waiheke. 
 
There are significant weed issues along the margins of the freshwater wetland areas and along the 
riparian margins of Rangihoua stream, which runs though Onetangi Domain and feeds into Putiki 
Bay.  The main weed issues are woolly nightshade, gorse, wattle, pampas, moth plant and 
climbing asparagus, Japanese honeysuckle, jasmine, boneseed and bamboo. The land 
surrounding the SES site has high weed infestations and will impact on the wetlands weed issues. 
 
Local Parks have done some weed control and planting of the wetland margins along Onetangi 
Domain entrance road. Local parks are also controlling the woolly nightshade and gorse on the 
hillside above the Onetangi Domain; despite this the site has a large weed infestation and is a 
source of weed seeds for surrounding areas, including the wetland and Rangihoua stream 
margins. 
 
Waiheke Golf Course has resource consent to expand the golf course on the Auckland Council 
land up stream of the wetland. The consent includes weed control and riparian and wetland 
planting conditions for the Rangihoua stream tributaries which run through this area. The success 
of this mitigation weed control and planting will positively impact downstream restoration efforts. 
 
Council Biosecurity staff are working on weed control with a number of private landowners within 
the catchment. 
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The Auckland Transport transferable rock/soil stock pile across the road from quarry and adjacent 
to the wetland is of concern in terms of runoff into the wetland 
 
Auckland Council reserve land in the Putiki Bay SES. 

 Anzac Bay Reserve 

 Te Whau Esplanade Reserve 

 Onetangi Domain 

 Onetangi Cemetery 

Recommended ecological management 

 A Restoration plan is written for the reserve which includes detailed information on pest 

plant and pest animal control and native restoration plantings. 

o Control environmental pest plants on Anzac Bay Reserve, Te Whau Esplanade and 

Onetangi Domain to low levels. 

o Establish and extend native buffer and riparian plantings around Putiki Bay wetland 

on Anzac Bay Reserve, Te Whau Esplanade and Onetangi Domain 

o Extend native plantings to create a vegetation corridor between Tawaiparerira 

Creek wetland and the Putiki Bay wetland complex. 

o Investigate planting of the bund along the wetland edge in front of the quarry 

transferable rock/soil stock pile.  

 Auckland Council to advocate for the fencing of the wetland on private land to protect the 

wetland from stock incursions. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants on private land 

components of Putiki Bay wetland.  

 Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian plantings on the private land 

components of Putiki Bay wetland. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands are a priority for the Councils 

Natural Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 

 Involve the public and community groups in public planting days on council reserves. 

Community engagement 
The Putiki Bay wetland is a large wetland which is highly visible to the public as they drive along 
Ostend road.  The wetland is surrounded by several public reserves which have high public usage. 
The site is adjacent to the Waiheke Golf Course. There is opportunity for community to be involved 
in planting days on the reserves. The wetland is adjacent to a significant number of private 
properties, this provides opportunities for council to work with the private land owners on strategic 
weed initiative projects and native restoration plantings that will complement and benefit the 
restoration work being carried out on the reserve land. 
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Awaawaroa Stream (SES19) 

 
Figure 6. Awaawaroa Stream Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
 
Awaawaroa Stream and the associated wetland are defined as a Site of Ecological Significance 
(SES) in the Auckland City District Plan. The site is narrow and long with many small tributaries 
feeding the main stream and containing wetland vegetation. The area covers approximately 60ha. 
The wetland and surrounding land is in private ownership. The wetland is surrounded by farmland.  
 
The Awawaaroa Stream, wetlands and Awawaaroa Bay are an integrated system in terms of 
hydrology, vegetation, habitat and wildlife. 
 
The flora, fauna and habitat values of Awaawaroa stream make it of district significance. 
 
Fauna values 
The Awaawaroa Stream wetland was once considered one of the better quality freshwater wetland 
habitats on Waiheke Island; invasive weeds are now threatening the quality of the habitat. The 
raupo wetland is home to Australasian bittern, banded rail and spotless crake, all of which are 
threatened wetland bird species. The wetland is a Site of Special Wildlife Interest (SSWI) and has 
a SWWI ranking of ‘moderate’ (Department of Conservation wildlife habitat ranking system).  
 
Flora values 
The Awaawaroa Stream wetland is the largest freshwater wetland on Waiheke Island. The wetland 
consists of raupo and associated freshwater wetland species. Farm stock have access to the 
wetland and will be impacting on the quality of the habitat. Some areas are dominated by weeds, 
particularly pampas and willow. The increase of weeds species in the wetland has been dramatic 
over the last ten years (Alastair Jamieson pers comm). 
 
 
Recommended ecological management 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the fencing of the Awaawaroa Stream wetland on private 

land to protect the wetland from stock incursions. 

  Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants in the 

Awaawaroa Stream wetland. 
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  Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian planting of the Awaawaroa 

Stream wetland and its tributary streams and forest fragments. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands be a priority for the Councils 

Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 

Community engagement 
The Awaawaroa Stream wetland is located on private land. The wetland has no public access. The 
Council and community can support the enhancement of this wetland by advocating for its 
protection and restoration. There may be opportunities for community involvement in planting days 
if the landowners choose to join the Trees for Survival planting programme or other community 
environmental restoration programmes. The wetland owners would be eligible to apply for 
community environmental funding via the Heritage and Environmental Initiative funds as well as 
other organisations i.e. DOC Biodiversity Fund and QEII Trust. 
 
The Councils Biodiversity and Biosecurity teams can provide advice and assistance to the 
landowners if they wish to investigate legal protection (covenanting) and restoration of the wetland. 

 
Okahuiti Creek (Te Toki wetland) (SES10) 

 
Figure 4. Okahuiti Creek Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
 
Okahuiti Creek is defined as a Site of Ecological Significance (SES) in the Auckland City District 
Plan, the wetland areas are approximately 20 hectares. The wetland is buffered by residential 
properties, causeway and council owned Te Toki reserve, and there is a narrow council esplanade 
in places.  The site has high scenic values. The ‘Friends of Te Toki wetland” are active in 
managing the area with Auckland Council Local Parks. 
 
Fauna values 
The saline wetland is considered suitable habitat for wader bird species, but numbers are low due 
to reduced habitat caused by partial impounding of waters caused by the Causeway Road culvert. 
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Flora values 
Okahuiti Creek has both saline and freshwater wetlands, although the freshwater component of 
the wetland grades quickly into saltmarsh and saltmeadow communities. Coastal forest and 
streamside species edge the wetland including pohutukawa, kowhai, taraire and matai. The 
coastal forest is one of the better quality stands within the island urban area, although it has been 
modified and grades into treeland in places. Okahuiti Creek is one of the few places on Waiheke 
Island where freshwater wetland, saline wetland and terrestrial forest communities adjoin each 
other. 
 
Okahuiti Creek has a range of  weed issues, the main weed species are pampas and willow. Some 
pampas and willow control has already been done by Local Parks in the wetland. The margins are 
subject to pest plant invasion from road and esplanade reserves and adjacent private land. 
 
Auckland Council reserve land in the Okahuiti Creek SES. 

 Putiki Reserve 

 Wilma Foreshore Reserve 

 Wharf Rd To Wilma Rd Walkway 

 Waiheke Island Sports Club 

 Okahuiti Edge Gardening 

 Te Toki Reserve 

Recommended ecological management 

 A Restoration plan is written for the wetland which includes detailed information on pest 

plant and pest animal control and native restoration plantings. 

o Control environmental pest plants to low levels on Putiki Reserve, Wilma Foreshore 

Reserve, Wharf Rd To Wilma Rd Walkway, Waiheke Island Sports Club,  Okahuiti 

Edge Gardening and Te Toki Reserve. 

o Establish and extend native buffer and riparian plantings around Okahuiti Creek 

wetland. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants on private land 

components of Okahuiti Creek wetland. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian plantings on the private land 

components of Okahuiti Creek wetland. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands be a priority for the Councils 

Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 

 Involve the public and community groups in public planting days on council reserves. 

Community engagement 
Okahuiti Creek wetland is highly visible from the causeway and is surrounded by private properties 
and narrow council esplanade reserve. The ‘Friends of Te Toki wetland” community group are 
active in managing the area with Auckland Council Local Parks. There is potential for community 
involvement in pest plant control and native plantings. The wetland is adjacent to a significant 
number of private properties this provides opportunities for council to work with the private land 
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owners on strategic weed initiative projects and native restoration plantings that will complement 
and benefit the restoration work being carried out on the reserve land. 

 
Tawaipareira Creek (SES 8) 

 
Figure 2 . Tawaipareira Creek Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
 
Tawaipareira Creek is defined as a Site of Ecological Significance (SES) in the Auckland City 
District Plan. The freshwater raupo wetland is very small in size, approximately two hectares. The 
wetland is situated in an urban area and is located between the Seaview and Ostend roads. Part 
of the wetland is on the Tawaipareira Reserve managed by Auckland Council Local Parks. 

 
Fauna values 
There are no recordings of threatened wetland bird species using the Tawaipareira Creek area, 
although habitat suitable for wetland birds is present. Urban influences from surrounding land and 
the size of the wetland will reduce the suitability of the habitat and probable use by wetland birds. 
Recent sightings of brown teal adjacent to the reserve have been reported. Upper catchment 
development pressures have also led to local reports of declining populations of koura and eel. 
 
Pest control is active in the Waiheke Refuse centre and  is monitored by Biosecurity as part of the 
Treasure Islands campaign; extension of this into the surrounding reserve would be beneficial. 
 
Flora values 
Despite the small size of Tawaipareira Creek wetland the freshwater raupo wetland ecosystem is 
functioning. The site is the last remnant of dense cabbage tree on Waiheke Island and is thought 
to be the last of its type in the Inner Hauraki Gulf Islands Ecological District. This type of vegetation 
is depleted within the Auckland Ecological Region and so makes the site of regional significance. 
Below the freshwater wetland on the seaward side of Ostend road is a saline wetland (part of the 
Putiki Bay wetland complex) which is deteriorating and may be impacted by leachate from the 
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refuse station. When this area is rehabilitated the Tawaipareira Creek and Putiki Bay wetland 
complex will be linked by ecological vegetation corridors. 
Tawaipareira Creek and wetland is very weedy, with pampas, crack willow, wattle, woolly 
nightshade, blue morning glory, Japanese honeysuckle present. There is a current SLIPS project 
to clear weeds and undertake riparian planting of Tawaipareira creek.  
 
Auckland Council reserve land in the Tawaipareira Creek SES. 

 Tawaipareira Creek Reserve 

Recommended ecological management 

 A restoration plan is written for the reserve which includes detailed information on pest 

plant and pest animal control and native restoration plantings. 

o Control environmental pest plants and animals on the Tawaipareira Reserve to low 

levels. 

o Establish native buffer and riparian plantings around Tawaipareira Creek wetland.  

o Extend native plantings to create a vegetation corridor between Tawaiparerira 

Creek wetland and the Putiki Bay wetland complex. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants on private land 

adjacent to Tawaipareira Reserve and Tawaiparerira Creek wetland. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian plantings on the private land 

area of Tawaiparerira Creek wetland. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands are a priority for the Councils 

Natural Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 

 Investigate Tawaiparerira creek wetland as a WaiCare and Trees for Survival site for local 

schools to participate in. 

Community engagement 
Tawaiparerira Creek wetland is a weed infested section of the Tawaiparerira Reserve, which  is 
very popular with young families and youth. The wetland and reserve are adjacent to the Waiheke 
Refuse Station. Any restoration efforts will be visible to a high number of Waiheke residents. The 
site has possibilities for community involvement in education programmes associated with 
restoring the wetland and it’s ecological functions i.e. WaiCare and Trees for Survival. 
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Owhiti Bay Wetland (SES 54) 

 
Figure 7. Owhiti Bay wetland Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
 
Owhiti Bay wetland is defined as a Site of Ecological Significance (SES) in the Auckland City 
District Plan. The site drains west to Owhiti Bay and is a matrix of habitats including wetland. Little 
is known about this wetland and the site has not recently been surveyed. 
 
The SES area covers approximately 40ha and the wetland component is approximately 8ha. The 
wetland and surrounding land is in private ownership. The wetland is surrounded by farmland. The 
seaward end of the wetland connects to an area of unmodified sand dunes.  
As wetlands are depleted ecosystems this wetland has local significance.  
 
Fauna values 
Habitat is suitable for common bird species, but has been degraded due to stock access.  There 
are no records of threatened wetland bird species using this wetland. 
 
Flora values 
The wetland habitat is narrow and runs along the valleys and tributaries that feed from the 
surrounding forest fragments. The wetland consists of raupo and associated freshwater wetland 
species. The surrounding land is pasture with some small broadleaf forest fragments, 
manuka/kanuka scrub and tree fern shrubland. The site has some weed issues. 
 
Recommended ecological management 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the fencing of the Owhiti Bay wetland on private land to 

protect the wetland from stock incursions. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants in the Owhiti Bay 

wetland. 
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 Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian planting of the Owhiti Bay 

wetland and its tributary streams and forest fragments. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands be a priority for the Councils 

Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 

Community engagement 
The Owhiti Bay wetland is located on private land.  The wetland has no public access. The Council 
and community can support the enhancement of this wetland by advocating for its protection and 
restoration.  There may be opportunities for community involvement in planting days if the 
landowners choose to join the Trees for Survival planting programme or other community 
environmental restoration programmes. The wetland owners would be eligible to apply for 
community environmental funding via the Heritage and Environmental Initiative funds as well as 
other organisations i.e. DOC Biodiversity Fund and QEII Trust. 
The Councils Biodiversity and Biosecurity teams can provide advice and assistance to the 
landowners if they wish to investigate legal protection (covenanting) and restoration of the wetland. 

 
Hooks Bay Wetland (SES 55) 

 
Figure 8. Hooks Bay wetland Significant Ecological Site, ----- site boundary.  
 
Hooks Bay wetland is defined as a Site of Ecological Significance (SES) in the Auckland City 
District Plan. The SES site is approximately 25-30 ha and includes scrub and wetland habitats, the 
wetland components are approximately 9 ha. Little is known about this wetland and the site has 
not recently been surveyed. 
 
The wetland and surrounding land is in private ownership. The wetland is surrounded by farmland.  
Despite the rather degraded nature of the wetland it still represents a nationally threatened 
ecosystem and is of local significance. 
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Fauna values 
Habitat is suitable for common bird species, but has been degraded due to stock access.   There 
are no records of threatened wetland bird’s species using this wetland. 
 
Flora values 
The wetland is a degraded freshwater raupo wetland with associated species. The Surrounding 
vegetation is manuka/kanuka scrub and mature broadleaf/podocarp remnants. The site has some 
weed issues. 
 
Recommended ecological management 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the fencing of the Hooks Bay wetland on private land to 

protect the wetland from stock incursions. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for the control of environmental pest plants in the Hooks Bay 

wetland. 

 Auckland Council to advocate for native buffer and riparian planting of the Hooks Bay 

wetland and it tributary streams and forest fragments. 

 That community restoration initiatives in priority wetlands be a priority for the Councils 

Heritage and Environmental Initiatives Funds. 

Community engagement 
The Hooks Bay wetland is located on private land.  The wetland has no public access. The Council 
and community can support the enhancement of this wetland by advocating for its protection and 
restoration. There may be opportunities for community involvement in planting days if the 
landowners choose to join the Trees for Survival planting programme or other community 
environmental restoration programmes. The wetland would be eligible for community 
environmental funding via the Heritage and Environmental Initiative funds as well as other 
organisations i.e. DOC Biodiversity Fund and QEII Trust. 
The Councils Biodiversity and Biosecurity teams can provide advice and assistance to the 
landowners if they wish to investigate legal protection (covenanting) and restoration of the wetland. 
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Appendix 4  
Wetland sites of ecological significance 
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